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“ The winners in this situation are the wildlife, the fish, the 
 stream condition, me, the economics of the community —  
 everybody wins.”      

-- Delbert Hawkins, Montana Rancher

Columbia Basin 
Water Transactions 
Program
ANNUAL REPORT SUMMARY – FISCAL YEAR 2004
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g CBWTP’s Mission
To support innovative, voluntary, grassroots water  
transactions that improve flows to tributary streams  
and rivers in the communities of the Columbia Basin.

ABOUT NFWF
The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
(NFWF) is a non-profit organization dedicated 
to the conservation of fish and wildlife. Estab-
lished in 1984, NFWF is authorized to accept 
federal funds and to leverage them with non-
federal partners. To date, the Foundation has 
funded over 5000 projects worth more than 
$500 million to meet national conservation pri-
orities. The Pacific Northwest Regional Office 
(PNW), which opened in September 2000, 
manages over 250 projects in the Northwest 
worth more than $35 million. NFWF’s PNW 
office operates the Columbia Basin Water 
Transactions Program through a cooperative 
funding agreement managed by the Bonneville 
Power Administration.

CONTACT US
Krystyna Wolniakowski 
NFWF – PNW Regional Director

Andrew Purkey 
NFWF - PNW Program Director 
NFWF Manager of the CBWTP

Colette Lord
Assistant Program Director of the CBWTP

CBWTP - NFWF
806 SW Broadway, Suite 750
Portland, OR 97205
503.417.8700
www.cbwtp.org 

About the cover: Delbert Hawkins is a third-gen-
eration rancher in the Flathead Basin of western 
Montana. With CBWTP’s support, he has signed  
a pilot one-year lease agreement with the Montana 
Water Trust, restoring flows to a stream which is 
dry 9 out of every 10 years.
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g The Columbia Basin Water Transactions Program works 

with its partners, called “Qualified Local Entities” (QLEs),  

to develop water transactions with irrigation districts,  

landowners and producers in communities across the region.

Bonneville Environmental Foundation   Deschutes Rivers Conservancy  
133 SW 2nd Ave., Suite 410    700 NW Hill Street
Portland, OR 97204     Bend, OR 97701    
503.248.1905      541.382.4077
www.b-e-f.org      www.deschutesrc.org

Idaho Department of Water Resources  Montana Water Trust  
322 East Front Street     218 South 6th Street East
Boise, ID 83720      Missoula, MT 59801
208.287.4830      406.721.0476
www.idwr.state.id.us     www.montanawatertrust.org

Oregon Water Resources Department  Oregon Water Trust   
158 12th Street NE     522 SW 5th Ave., Suite 825
Salem, OR 97301     Portland, OR 97204
503.378.8455      503.226.9055
www.wrd.state.or.us     www.owt.org

Trout Unlimited – Montana Water Project  Walla Walla Watershed Alliance  
321 East Main Street, Suite 411    8 South 2nd
Bozeman, MT 59715     Baker Boyer Bank, Room 603
406.522.7291      Walla Walla, WA 99362
www.montanatu.org     509.529.2646

Washington Department of Ecology   Washington Water Trust  
300 Desmond Drive     810 Third Avenue, Suite 120
Lacey, WA 98503     Seattle, WA 98104
360.407.6222      206.675.1585
www.ecy.wa.gov     www.thewatertrust.org

g Since Lewis and Clark made their way to the Pacific 

Ocean 200 years ago, nearly half of the habitat open  

to salmon and steelhead in the Columbia Basin has been  

lost; much of the rest needs improvement to aid imperiled  

species and to support fish and wildlife into the future. 

Water is allocated to producers in the Columbia Basin through a system of legal rights  
established in the nineteenth-century when it seemed there was no end to land or water. 
Today, more rights have been allocated than there is water to meet them. As a result of  
water withdrawals during the growing season, stretches of many streams and rivers run low 
-- and sometimes dry -- with significant consequences for salmon, steelhead, trout and other  
creatures. Regulatory approaches to managing this chronic problem are becoming more  
common, but these approaches are sometimes unpopular because of their inflexibility. Is 
there an alternative?

ABOUT THE PROGRAM: 
FINDING BALANCE IN THE BASIN
The Columbia Basin Water Transactions Program works from the ground up with support 
from the region. As local people manage their own destinies through voluntary efforts that 
balance community values, the need for regulatory approaches can be reduced. 

Launched in 2002, the CBWTP restores stream flows in critical tributaries of the Columbia 
Basin. The premise is that water can most readily be made available not by attempting to 
regulate water users but by working within the existing system – by acquiring senior water 
rights from willing participants and transferring those rights to instream flows. Working with 
local partners across the region, the CBWTP is funding practical, cost-effective ways for  
landowners and their communities to help meet the Basin’s water challenges: by restoring 
flows to existing habitat through permanent acquisitions, leases, investments in water use  
efficiency and other methods.

The Bonneville Power Administration etablished a cooperative funding agreement with the 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation to implement the CBWTP with qualified local entities.  
Supporting innovative, incentive-based and voluntary water transactions, the CBWTP aims  
to help recover threatened and endangered fish under guiding frameworks from NOAA  
Fisheries and the Northwest Power andConservation Council’s Fish and Wildlife Program.

BACKGROUND: 
Water Challenges 
in the Columbia Basin
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The Columbia Basin Water Transactions Program continues to make progress in enhancing  
streamflows and increasing the management options for producers in the Northwest.  The past  
year marked the completion of an additional 24 water transactions. Instream benefits resulted 
from a variety of methods, including a reverse auction, buying water saved through a conserved  
water project, securing contracts for the release of stored water, split and full season leases, and  
acquisitions. Combined with the multi-year efforts completed in 2003, the transactions funded 
by BPA in 2004 resulted in a reported 202 cubic feet-per-second and over 36,000 acre-feet of  
tributary flows instream, benefiting nine Northwest Power and Conservation Council Sub-basins,  
six Columbia River Bull Trout Recovery Units and five Endangered Species Units.  

Achieving these results involves coordinated efforts by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation,  
the qualified local entities, agencies, producers and their communities. Through this cooperation,  
the Columbia Basin Water Transactions Program (CBWTP) is making progress toward several  
important goals, including:

• Implementing Provision A.8 of the Council’s Columbia River Basin Fish and Wildlife Program  
 related to securing water for instream flows.
• Achieving the metric milestones for increasing streamflows as part of the NOAA Fisheries  
 Biological Opinion for the Federal Columbia River Power System.
• Integrating components of the Fish and Wildlife Program and Subbasin Planning process  
 with the NOAA Fisheries Biological Opinion and Recovery Planning processes.
• Implementing actions that are effective and biologically beneficial to fish and wildlife in the 
 region while balancing the needs of producers.   

Continued progress will be dependent on the dedicated efforts and contributions of partners  
throughout the basin.  In FY 2004, BPA provided over $2.5 million to the CBWTP.  In FY 2005,  
BPA will be providing support to the CBWTP, including funding for a focused riparian easement  
pilot.  With the partners involved in the Columbia Basin Water Transactions Program committed  
to helping implement transactions in areas of the region where they are most needed, we look  
forward to new successes in the year ahead. 

Sincerely,

Christopher H Furey, Esq.
Policy Analyst, Bonneville Power Administration

I am delighted to report that the Columbia Basin Water Transactions Program (CBWTP)  
completed its second year with a consequential portfolio of new and ongoing transactions. 
Thanks to the collaborative efforts of our local partners and irrigators across Oregon,  
Washington, Idaho and Montana, the benefits of enhanced streamflows are directly affecting 
the people, waterways, fish and wildlife of our region. 

In addition to developing and implementing ecologically significant water right transactions, 
the CBWTP continued to build trust in rural communities of the Columbia Basin. Significantly, 
a greater number of longer-term and permanent transactions were completed in FY 2004 
compared to FY 2003. More producers and irrigation districts are recognizing the economic 
and biological benefits that come with increased options for managing water.

Long-term and permanent transactions also underline the importance of monitoring and  
protecting the resulting instream flows. The CBWTP continued to support these efforts.  
In particular, Washington Department of Ecology and the Idaho Department of Water  
Resources conducted extensive flow monitoring and fish habitat assessments. Both  
agencies demonstrated effective methods for conducting this work, which will continue  
to grow as the number of instream water transactions increases in the Columbia Basin  
and throughout the West.  

As I look towards FY 2005, I am hopeful that our incentive-based, grassroots approach to bal-
ancing water needs in the region will engage more partnerships that exemplify our hopes for 
sustaining agriculture, restoring fish and wildlife and making communities better places to live.

Sincerely,

Andrew Purkey
NFWF Manager, Columbia Basin Water Transactions Program
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The CBWTP focuses on streams in which water withdrawals limit flows for imperiled fish, 
whose recovery and productivity may be significantly improved through flow restoration. 
In consultation with federal, state and tribal biologists, the CBWTP’s local partners target 
specific stream reaches where voluntary, collaborative efforts can provide cost-effective 
restoration benefits in the following watersheds:

Washington Department of Ecology, GIS Technical Services

Oregon
1  Birch
2  Upper Deschutes
3  Fifteenmile
4  Upper & Middle Fork John Day
5  Tualatin
6  Walla Walla
7  Wallowa

Washington
8  Okanogan
9  Methow
10  Walla Walla
11  Wenatchee
12  Yakima

Idaho
13  Upper & Middle Fork Salmon

Montana
14  Bitterroot
15  Blackfoot
16  Upper & Middle Clark Fork
17  Flathead

WATERSHEDS FOR  
FLOW RESTORATION
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PROJECT: Annual Water Leasing Program
QLE PARTNER: Deschutes River Conservancy
Reduced flows from water withdrawals have been  
a long-standing challenge for spawning and rearing  
fish in the middle reach of central Oregon’s legendary 
Deschutes River. With CBWTP’s support, the Annual 
Water Leasing Program of the Deschutes River  
Conservancy is helping to address this problem by  
providing water right holders with other options. In  
FY 04, the program more than doubled the average  
summer flow in the Middle Deschutes, resulting in the 
largest portion of protected water in the Deschutes 
River. With some 174 landowners participating -- an 
increase of over 60% from 2003 -- nearly 25,000  
acre-feet of water was leased in the Deschutes and  
its tributaries.

PROJECT: Lemhi River Agreement
QLE PARTNER: Idaho Dept. of Water Resources
Between the Bitterroot and Lemhi Ranges south of 
Salmon, Idaho, the Lemhi remains one of the most  
productive rivers for spring Chinook in the Upper 
Salmon River Basin. While melting snow pack usually 
provides sufficient spring flows for adult Chinook  
returning to spawn, 2004 was a drought year. In  
response, the Idaho Department of Water Resources,  
in collaboration with the Office of Species Conservation 
and Water District 74, negotiated agreements with eight 
ranchers on a major diversion upstream from the  
confluence of the Lemhi and the Salmon Rivers. With 
support from CBWTP, the flexible agreements provided 
for payment of water used to maintain minimum stream 
flows of 35 cubic feet-per-second during the May 16-
June 30 migration period. A week after the agreement 
was invoked -- providing much needed flows -- spring 
rains filled out the shortfall.

PROJECT: Lolo Creek Acquisition
QLE: Montana Water Trust
Lolo Creek physically joins the Bitterroot River south  
of Missoula, but in most years the creek is dry at the 
confluence. The State of Montana lists the Lolo as 
“chronically and periodically dewatered.” Permanent 
acquisition of a water right by the Montana Water Trust 
about five miles upstream from the Bitterroot now  
increases minimum recorded stream flows by more than 
30%. With CBWTP’s assistance, restoring water in the 
lower portion of the Lolo will help imperiled bull trout 
reconnect to habitat in the upper reaches of the basin. 
Additionally, MWT’s membership in the community of 
local water rights holders opens new opportunities to 
build trust for other efforts in the area.
 

PROJECT: Partial Season  
Forbearance Agreement
QLE PARTNER: Oregon Water Trust
Although the John Day Basin supports the largest 
remaining -- exclusively wild -- runs of spring Chinook 
and summer steelhead in northeastern Oregon, insuf-
ficient water flow limits their recovery. With CBWTP’s 
support, a local rancher received payment from the 
Oregon Water Trust in exchange for suspending an 
irrigation diversion for a part of the year. As a result, 
flows in a critical stream were increased by about 25% 
during the spawning period for spring Chinook.  
Because over one-third of their spawning habitat is 
just upstream, this transaction offers a major boost  
for migrating fish. It also coincides with a long-term 
program OWT is conducting in the John Day area to 
monitor the biological, physical, and chemical effects 
of stream flow restoration efforts.  

PROJECT: Painted Rocks Reservoir
QLE PARTNER: Trout Unlimited- 
Montana Water Project
South of Missoula, the Bitterroot River traverses one 
of Montana’s fastest growing counties. In addition to  
a celebrated blue-ribbon wild trout fishery, the  
Bitterroot hosts imperiled bull trout, which have  
suffered from a historically dewatered river. An  
agreement facilitated by TU-Montana Water Project 
will provide an annual 10,000 acre feet of high-quality 
water, benefitting fish and enhancing the value of the 
Bitterroot as a healthy, scenic river for a growing  
population. The water is stored in a state-owned  
reservoir, Painted Rocks, in the headwaters of the  
Bitterroot and released when river flows drop. 
TU-MWP innovated a long-term contract through  
its partnership with the Montana Department of Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks, the Department of Natural  
Resources and Conservation and local irrigators.  
With CBWTP’s assistance, the agreement provides 
for ongoing maintenance and rehabilitation of Painted 
Rocks Reservoir and guarantees flows for the river 
permanently.

PROJECT: Naches River Acquisition
QLE: Washington Water Trust
Two hours southeast of Seattle, the Washington  
Water Trust is using support from the CBWTP to  
transfer water to a side channel of the Naches River  
on a property recently purchased by the Yakama 
Nation. The tribe plans to restore riparian vegetation 
and add meanders to the channel, which had been 
previously altered to provide irrigation water. WWT’s 
project allows for the permanent diversion of water 
into this important refuge for coho, spring Chinook  
and summer steelhead.

In its second full year, the Columbia Basin Water Transactions Program  
completed 24 voluntary transactions around the region. Each seeks to address  
a significant opportunity for flow restoration. For a summary of each deal,  
please see pages 16-19.

2004 Project Highlights

71-04

72-04

62-04

70-04

45-04

46-04
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IN A REGION THAT GETS SO MUCH RAIN AND SNOW,  
HOW HAVE LOW STREAMFLOWS DEVELOPED?
Much of the interior of the Columbia Basin is arid. Some areas, such as the Hanford Reach in 
central Washington, receive only 2-4 inches of precipitation a year, comparable to Death Valley. 
Much of the region’s stream flow derives from snow melt in the mountain ranges of the Basin. 
Once the snow pack is depleted in late spring, flows drop dramatically and are often insufficient 
for fisheries, recreation and irrigation. There is little precipitation between May and September, 
the peak growing season.

Diversion of surface water from streams began in the mid-19th century. Within a span of 50  
years there were more water rights awarded -- mostly for irrigation -- than there was water to 
meet them in many of the interior streams. This led to many streams becoming depleted or  
entirely dewatered, especially between mid-summer and early fall. 

HOW WIDESPREAD ARE INADEQUATE STREAM FLOWS  
AS A LIMITING FACTOR FOR FISH PRODUCTION IN THE  
COLUMBIA BASIN? 
Many dozens of streams throughout the Basin suffer from low instream flow, significantly  
depressing salmonid fish production. Lack of flow has contributed to several species of salmon 
being listed for protection under the Endangered Species Act. In Washington alone, 8 of the 10 
sub-basins below Grand Coulee Dam suffer from low flows to the extent that fish production  
has been measurably reduced, and lower flow has contributed to the extinction of several upriver 
species of salmon. In general, wherever irrigable land, or storage reservoirs exist, instream flow  
is inadequate during all or portions of the year.  Only steep non-irrigable and remote watersheds, 
or those with deep narrow canyons, remain hydrologically intact.  

HOW SIGNIFICANT IS RESTORING STREAMFLOWS  
TO THE RECOVERY AND LONG-TERM SURVIVAL OF  
IMPERILED FISH?
Instream flow restoration is very significant for aiding depressed stocks of wild salmonids.  
Because of the differences in their freshwater life histories, salmon species are affected in a 
range of ways. Some salmonids, such as steelhead, are spring spawners while most other salmon 
species are fall spawners. Some salmon fry emigrate to the ocean soon after emerging from the 
gravel, while others rear in freshwater 1-3 years prior to emigrating. If there is insufficient flow 
for: 1) adult salmonids to access spawning areas, 2) incubation of eggs, or 3) rearing of fry, parr, 
or smolts, recovery will be difficult to impossible. In some streams, flow may be limited only in 
exceptionally dry years. While fish in these streams may do well during wet years, they may never 
achieve sufficient numbers to allow recovery or support a harvestable surplus. Natural stream 
flows to which fish have adapted not only aid recovery of depressed or endangered stocks, but 
also can support improved production for sport and commercial fisheries. Providing access to 
previously inaccessible or disconnected habitat is most often less costly than other options.

1

2

3

PERRY HARVESTER
An Interview with

“ Many people are unaware of the nuances of 
 western water law, and do not understand 
 how their resources or recreational opportunities 
 are affected by low stream flows…”

--  Perry Harvester

Perry joined the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife as a fisheries biologist in 1985. 
He has extensive experience throughout eastern Washington related to technical review and 
permitting of irrigation diversions and associated structures, water rights and fish screens. As 
a member of the Water Team of the Habitat Science Program, his duties include: providing 
policy level recommendations on new water laws; conducting instream flow, hydrology and 
riverine habitat research; reviewing water rights applications and working with other agencies 
to set standards for flow and water use that support healthy populations of fish and wildlife.
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WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO PRIORITIZE SPECIFIC STREAM 
REACHES FOR FLOW RESTORATION EFFORTS?
While it would be desirable to achieve increased perennial flow and salmonid recovery in 
all streams where flow is insufficient, funding for flow restoration is limited. It is important to 
identify streams where measurable recovery will result in a relatively short period of time, 
success is most likely and the fewest risks to fish recovery exist. Acquired water should be 
available at critical time periods of the life history of salmonids -- such as during juvenile or 
adult migration, but even in these instances, one must prioritize. For instance, while fish may 
be able to physically pass through relatively shallow water for short distances, they may not 
voluntarily pass through shallow reaches extending several hundred feet upstream when 
protective cover, such as a deep pool, is not available.  

THERE ARE SO MANY STREAMS IN WASHINGTON.  
HOW DID YOU NARROW THE LIST DOWN TO A SET  
OF PRIORITY STREAMS?
Initially, 16 watersheds were identified as “flow limiting,” where flows were recognized as  
a primary factor impeding salmonid production. Using data from the Washington Conser-
vation Commission and other local sub-basin planning and restoration efforts, our stream 
prioritization matrix considers many factors, including: 1) salmonid stock status and spe-
cies diversity, 2) off-channel habitat diversity and condition, 3) riparian condition, 4)stream 
bed condition, 5) passage conditions, 6) the extent that flow is limiting to salmonids. Small 
streams supporting a diversity of fish species that are of concern (depressed, or ESA listed) 
with relatively intact habitat and passage conditions receive the highest rankings. Large 
streams with poor habitat conditions and other limiting factors to fish production rank  
lowest. The likelihood that sufficient funds or opportunities exist to measurably improve flow 
on large rivers is low. Exceptions include opportunities to acquire stored water in reservoirs 
on larger streams to provide pulse flows during critical life history periods of salmonids.  
Opportunity to restore instream flows, including water right holder participation in water 
conservation programs, is an important factor in flow restoration prioritization. 

HOW DO YOU DETERMINE WHETHER A  
PROPOSED WATER RIGHT TRANSACTION WILL  
IMPROVE STREAMFLOWS AND BENEFIT FISH?
Among the many parameters that should be considered, these are key:
a. The extent, validity, and seniority of the water right must be reviewed to determine when,  
 where, and in what quantity the water would be available.   
b. The water must be present at a time and place -- and of sufficient quality and quantity  
 -- to effect measurable benefits to fish life. 
c. Other limiting factors to fish production must be considered. If fish passage barriers exist 
 downstream, water quality is impaired or temperatures and fine sediment loading is 
 excessive, fish benefits would be minimal or non-existent despite improved stream flows.
d.  The expected future condition of the stream and surrounding area should be considered 
 to ensure that other limiting factors do not arise in the near future.

HOW DO WE ENCOURAGE MORE INTEREST IN  
WATER TRANSACTIONS AS A TOOL FOR RESTORING 
STREAMFLOWS IN THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST
Because the public has a vested interest in aquatic resource management, public  
involvement and support are critical to restoring streamflows. However, many people are 
unaware of the nuances of western water law, and do not understand how their resources 
or recreational opportunities are affected by low stream flows, or how they may play a role 
in flow restoration. Additionally, many people do not realize that water transactions provide 
alternatives and opportunities for water right holders. Outreach, education and trust-build-
ing play a significant part in raising awareness and generating interest.

    FY 04 Transactions Summary
The FY 2004 water year was less than average in the Columbia Basin,  

resulting in additional challenges for both producers and imperiled fish  

and wildlife in the region’s tributaries. With the help of willing water right 

holders, the CBWTP and its partners found ways to provide economic  

flexibility for producers and biological flexibility for ecosystems.

4

5

6

7

2004 Quick Stats
143,217 gallons 

a minute of new flows

32,201 acre-feet 
of water restored to streams

329 miles of streams  
enhanced with flows24 deals

4 permanent

4 long-term

4 short-term

12 annual
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WTP Transaction No.
Proposing Entity
Benefited Stream
Tributary of
NPCC Subbasin (Province)
Watershed USGS HUC #
Primary Protected Rate (max.)
Acre Feet (max. per year)
Primary Protected Distance
Instream Period of Use
Term (# of years in effect)
Primary Funding Source
Other Cost Share Source(s)
Jeopardized ESUs benefited

DPS (Recovery Unit) benefited

25-03 WWT WA
WWT
Mill Creek
Walla Walla River
Walla Walla (Columbia Plateau)
1707010210
0.129 cfs
30.86 AF
1.40 mi
Year Round
2004-2024 (20)
BPA
WA Dept. of Ecology
Middle Columbia River Steelhead
 
Columbia River Bull Trout  
(Umatilla-Walla Walla Recovery Unit)

32-03 MWT MT
MWT
O’Brien Creek
Bitterroot River
Bitterroot (Mountain Columbia)
17010205
3.63 cfs
240.48 AF
0.25 mi
May 1 - Sept 24
2004 - 2013 (10) 
BPA
Landowner donation
-----

Columbia River Bull Trout  
(Clark Fork Recovery Unit)

40-03 TU MWP 
TU MWP
NF Blackfoot River
Blackfoot River
Blackfoot (Mountain Columbia)
1701020313
18.45 cfs
2,468.30 AF
2.25 mi
July 12 - Sept 30
2004-2034 (30)
BPA
TU chapter, USFWS, landowner
-----

Columbia River Bull Trout  
(Clark Fork Recovery Unit)

42-03 MWT MT (9 Mile Creek)
MWT
Ninemile Creek
Bitterroot River
Bitterroot (Mountain Columbia)
1701020501
0.20  cfs
15.00 AF
4 miles
June 1-September 30
2004-2014 (10)
BPA
-----
-----

Columbia River Bull Trout  
(Clark Fork Recovery Unit)

02b-04 DRC 
DRC
Crooked River
Deschutes River
Deschutes (Columbia Plateau)
1707030505
7.74  cfs
2,552.16 AF
48.00 mi
April 24 - October 15
2004 (1)
BPA
-----
-----

-----

WTP Transaction No.
Proposing Entity
Benefited Stream
Tributary of
NPCC Subbasin (Province)
Watershed USGS HUC #
Primary Protected Rate (max.)
Acre Feet (max. per year)
Primary Protected Distance
Instream Period of Use
Term (# of years in effect)
Primary Funding Source
Other Cost Share Source(s)
Jeopardized ESUs benefited

DPS (Recovery Unit) benefited

23c-04 DRC 
DRC
Paulina Creek 
Deschutes River
Deschutes (Columbia Plateau)
17070302
4.69 cfs
1,313.50 AF
5.50 mi
April 1-November 1
2004(1)
BPA
-----
----- 

-----

29b-04 IDWR 
IDWR
Big Hat Creek
Hat Creek
Salmon (Mountain Snake)
1706020313
0.50  cfs
65.00 AF
2.00 mi
April 1-October 31
2004 (1)
BPA
-----
Snake River Steelhead,  
Chinook Snake River Spring-Summer Run 
Columbia River Bull Trout  
(Salmon River Recovery Unit)

45-04 TU MWP
TU MWP
West Fork Bitterroot River
Bitterroot River  
Bitterroot (Mountain Columbia)
1701020523, 1701020518, 1701020509
173.00 cfs
10,000.00 AF
28.90 mi
July 7 to Sept. 30
Perpetuity
BPA
Proj Irrigators, Dept. Fish Wildlife & Parks
-----

Columbia River Bull Trout 
(Clark Fork Recovery Unit)

46-04 WWT
WWT
South Naches Channel
Naches River  
Yakima (Columbia Plateau)
1703000203
0.38 cfs
112.00 AF
2.00 mi
April 1 through Oct. 31
Perpetuity 
BPA
WA Dept. of Ecology
Middle Columbia River Steelhead
(Middle Columbia River Recovery Unit)

-----

48-04 WWT
WWT
Touchet River  
Walla Walla River
Walla Walla (Columbia Plateau)
1707010204
0.89 cfs
153.9 AF
0.50 mi
April 5 - June 30
Perpetuity 
BPA
WA Dept. of Ecology
Middle Columbia River Steelhead
 
Columbia River Bull Trout  
(Umatilla-Walla Walla Recovery Unit)

WTP Transaction No.
Proposing Entity
Benefited Stream
Tributary of
NPCC Subbasin (Province)
Watershed USGS HUC #
Primary Protected Rate (max.)
Acre Feet (max. per year)
Primary Protected Distance
Instream Period of Use
Term (# of years in effect)
Primary Funding Source
Other Cost Share Source(s)
Jeopardized ESUs benefited

DPS (Recovery Unit) benefited

50-04 IDWR 
IDWR
Fourth of July Creek
Salmon River
Salmon (Mountain Snake)
1706020118
2.97  cfs
129.30 AF
2.00 mi
May 1 - Oct 1
2004-2005 (2)
BPA
-----
Snake River Steelhead, Chinook Snake River 
Spring-Summer Run 

Columbia River Bull Trout  
(Salmon River Recovery Unit)

51-04 MWT
MWT
Burnt Fork Creek
Ninemile Creek 
Bitterroot (Mountain Columbia)
1701020403
0.50 cfs
50.00 AF
1.00 mi
July 14 - Sept 14
2004-2008 (5)
BPA
-----
-----

Columbia River Bull Trout  
(Clark Fork Recovery Unit)

57-04 DRC 
DRC
Middle Deschutes River
Columbia River
Deschutes (Columbia Plateau)
17070301
0.44 cfs
105.30 AF
30.00 mi
July 2 - Oct 31
2004 (1)
BPA
-----
-----

Columbia River Bull Trout  
(Deschutes Recovery Unit)

58-04 OWT
OWT
North Fork Walla Walla River
Walla Walla River
Walla Walla (Columbia Plateau)
1707010201
0.57 cfs
59.80 AF
0.10 mi
July 10 - Aug 31
2004-2008 (5 years)
BPA
-----
Middle Columbia River Steelhead 

Columbia River Bull Trout   
(Umatilla-Walla Walla Recovery Unit)

59-04 OWT 
OWT
Chesnimus, Crow, Elk & Joseph Creeks
Grande Ronde River
Grande Ronde (Blue Mountain)
1707010201
0.81  cfs
194.40 AF
42.83 mi
June 1 - Sept 30
2004-2005 (2 years)
BPA
-----
Snake River summer steelhead  
Snake River fall chinook

-----

WTP Transaction No.
Proposing Entity
Benefited Stream
Tributary of
NPCC Subbasin (Province)
Watershed USGS HUC #
Primary Protected Rate (max.)
Acre Feet (max. per year)
Primary Protected Distance
Instream Period of Use
Term (# of years in effect)
Primary Funding Source
Other Cost Share Source(s)
Jeopardized ESUs benefited

DPS (Recovery Unit) benefited

61-04 MWT
MWT
Willow and Gird Creeks 
Bitterroot River
Bitterroot (Mountain Columbia)
1701050510, 1701020511
3.55 cfs
495.00 AF
6.45 mi
Apr 1 - Oct 1
2004 (1)
BPA
-----
-----

Columbia River Bull Trout 

62-04 MWT 
MWT
Lolo Creek
Bitterroot River
Bitterroot (Mountain Columbia)
1701020514
2.37 cfs
150.00 AF
9.10 mi
April 28 - Oct 31
Perpetuity
BPA
-----
-----

Columbia River Bull Trout  
(Clark Fork Recovery Unit)

63-04 MWT 
MWT
Ronan Creek
Flathead Lake
Flathead (Mountain Columbia)
1701020804
3.00 cfs
1,538.46 AF
6.40 mi
year round
2004 (1)
BPA
-----
-----

Columbia River Bull Trout  
(Clark Fork Recovery Unit)

64-04 IDWR
IDWR
Kenney Creek
Lemhi River
Salmon (Mountain Snake)
1706020408
3.72  cfs
221.30 AF
5.00  mi
July 1-Nov 15
2004 (1)
BPA
-----
Snake River Steelhead

Columbia River Bull Trout  
(Salmon River Recovery Unit)

65-04 IDWR
IDWR
Beaver Creek
Salmon River
Salmon (Mountain Snake)
1706020101
9.45 cfs
560.40 AF
1.00 mi
April 15-October 15
2004 (1)
BPA
-----
Snake River Steelhead 

Columbia River Bull Trout 
Chinook Snake River Spring Summer Run

FY 04 Funded Transactions Part 2



18 19

WTP Transaction No.
Proposing Entity
Benefited Stream
Tributary of
NPCC Subbasin (Province)
Watershed USGS HUC #
Primary Protected Rate (max.)
Acre Feet (max. per year)
Primary Protected Distance
Instream Period of Use
Term (# of years in effect)
Primary Funding Source
Other Cost Share Source(s)
Jeopardized ESUs benefited

DPS (Recovery Unit) benefited

68-04 TU 
TU MWP
Wasson Creek
Nevada Spring Creek
Blackfoot (Mountain Columbia)
1701020321
0.50 cfs
374.22 AF
2.90 mi
May 1-Sept 10
2004 (1)
BPA
-----
-----

-----

70-04 OWT 
OWT
Middle Fork John Day River
John Day River
John Day (Columbia Plateau)
1707020302, 1707020303, 1707020305
7.62 cfs
900 AF
1.00 mi
July 1 to Sept 30
2004 (1)
BPA
-----
Middle Columbia Steelhead: Middle 
Columbia River Spring Chinook Salmon  

Columbia River Bull Trout 

WTP Transaction No.
Proposing Entity
Benefited Stream
Tributary of
NPCC Subbasin (Province)
Watershed USGS HUC #
Primary Protected Rate (max.)
Acre Feet (max. per year)
Primary Protected Distance
Instream Period of Use
Term (# of years in effect)
Primary Funding Source
Other Cost Share Source(s)
Jeopardized ESUs benefited

DPS (Recovery Unit) benefited

71-04 DRC 
DRC
Deschutes River and several tributaries
Columbia River
Deschutes (Columbia Plateau)
17070301
39.00 cfs
10,124.59 AF
30.00 mi
Apr 1 to Nov 1
2004 (1)
BPA
-----
-----

Columbia River Bull Trout  
(Deschutes Recovery Unit)   

72-04 IDWR 
IDWR
Lemhi River
Salmon River
Salmon (Mountain Snake)
17060204
35.00 cfs
347.50 AF
5.00 mi
May 16 - June 30
2004 (1)
BPA
-----
Snake River Steelhead, Chinook  
Snake River Spring-Summer Run 

Columbia River Bull Trout  
(Salmon River Recovery Unit) 

FY 04 Funded Transactions Part 2

FY 04 CBWTP 
Expenses 
EXPENDITURE        AMOUNT

Deschutes River Conservancy $338,682

Idaho Department of Water Resources $253,427

Montana Water Trust $159,217

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation $327,681

Oregon Water Resources Department $45,470

Oregon Water Trust $246,358

Trout Unlimited - Montana Water Project $516,223

Washington Department of Ecology $184,832

Washington Water Trust $271,048

Walla Walla Watershed Alliance $189,839

Grand Total* $2,532,777

*Funding provided through BPA project #2002-013-01

Support for the Program comes from the following sources:
a The Bonneville Power Administration, in cooperation with the Northwest Power & Conservation Council.  
a The operating budgets and special project monies of the qualifying Local Entities.  
a The operating budget of the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, Pacific Northwest Regional Office.
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A Project of the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation working with the Bonneville Power Administration. The CBWTP is made 

possible in large part through funding by the BPA in cooperation with the Northwest Power and Conservation Council.

WWW.CBWTP.ORG


